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Analysis of Two Articles Related to Pronunciation Rules from The
Transcript of Korean Writing and Language Lectures:
For Establishing Classification Criteria of Study Books

On Daewhan

The aim of this paper is to find characteristics of Korean language pronunciation
teaching in Colonial Korea as well as analysis and comparison of “Korean language
Conversation” and “Korean Language Pronunciation and Grammar” from The
Transcript of Korean Writing and Language Lectures ([§F CRAEFE#FEER])
published by “The Society of Korean Linguistics” ([#¥#£3EF %243 ]). The author of
this paper analyzes the contents of above mentioned articles to reveal differences of
description related to pronunciation. Finding the differences enables comprehension
of Korean language pronunciation teaching of those days. Moreover, it also enables
understanding prospective classification criteria of studying books used for
pronunciation teaching.

1) Vowels: there was no presentation of monophthongs; diphtongs of ‘y’
group have been confirmed. This is an evidence of false recognition of Hangul
characteristics as well as teaching Korean with preferences to vowels coming from
target language. The meaning of vowel is ‘sound’ but in both articles it is shown
with a vowel letter. Order of vowels presentation in “Conversation” is according
to typical order while at the same time, order in “Grammar” influenced by
native tongue of learners, specifies vowels that don’t exist in Japanese language.
Concentrating on description of vowel letters 1 > and ‘—’ , the author compared
and analyzed description of vowel pronunciation rules using ‘furigana’ printed in
“Conversation,” generally rules of articulation are exposed by presenting phonetic
value of individual vowels. Meanwhile, “Grammar” presents pronunciation of
individual vowels naturally distinctive feature and association between vowels.

2 ) Through the comparison and analysis of ‘& %" and ‘{81 constructed with
more than two vowel letters, the author of this paper determined great differences
in described phonetic values. Phonetic values of multiple vowels explained in both
articles differ and it is necessary to confirm if they were pronounced accordingly to
their phonetic values. The author formalized the necessity of reviewing bibliography
containing pronunciation of multiple vowels for that period.

3) Consonants: as there were significant differences in consonant orders
between the two articles the author concentrated on dividing in initials and finals.
In “Conversation,” the consonants were strictly divided between simple consonants
and aspirated consonants. The reason was simply comparison to Japanese language
and intonation of Korean simple consonants were highlighted as light and soft; the

adversary relationship between the sounds was not considered. The author was able
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to distinct the differences between the description of phonetic values of consonants
as well as between relationship between them on the bases of description of
pronunciation of ‘=’ and ‘<’ . From this, the author concluded that in “Conversation”
the consonants’ phonetic value as well as the intonation were described simply, while
in “Grammar” not only phonetic value of consonants but also relationship among
them has been defined.

4) Conclusion form comparing and analysis of consonants is that the distinction
between simple consonants, aspirated consonants and tense consonants has been
noticed and described. In Korean language the difference between these three groups
is significant; depending on absence or presence of them one may say if the authors
were aware of the sounds structure and system.

5) On the analysis and comparison of finals, the author confirmed whether the
finals were described individually or with relation to other final or vowel in both
articles. Beyond doubt the description of multi-finals was alike.

6) Analysis and comparison of quote-unquote ‘change of sounds,” made clear that
as the authors of “Grammar” were native speakers of Korean language they were
not able to define and explain ‘phonetics’ rules while authors of “Conversation,”
who were foreign Korean language speakers defined above mentioned system.
By contrast, rules of palatalization, not mentioned in “Conversation” have been
explained in “Grammar.”

7 ) Finally, the characteristics’ analysis of both articles as studying materials,
the author noticed that as a common point with the modern educational materials,
the description and presentation of teaching items are alike; differences between
past and modern texts concentrated on note of cautions of educational guidance.
Moreover, in “Grammar” there were exercises along with every teaching unit,
but there was no evaluation which makes this educational text more modern and
contemporized.

Based on the above results, the author was able to establish below classification
criteria for studying materials’ contents in Colonial Korea.

First of all, pronunciation teaching at that time was reliant on Hangul which is
phonographic system of writing. The significant difference is in teaching articulation
by presenting sounds individually or by relationship with other sounds up to
phonological structure.

Additionally, it is possible to define two categories: teaching simply pronunciation
of Hangul which is a phonographic system or presenting description together with
pronunciation along with the phonographic system but at the same time showing
differences between them (‘TF%37U]’) including e.g. palatalization.

Above mentioned differences may be seen not only in both articles but also in other

educational materials of those days which is a base for studying books’ analysis.



